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EDUCATION
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and Ph.D., Harvard University, Political Economy and Government, 2006.

CURRENT POSITIONS

Director, Project on Indigenous Governance and Development, Harvard Kennedy School,
Harvard University, 2025-Current.

Julie Johnson Kidd Professor of Indigenous Governance and Development, Harvard Kennedy
School, Harvard University, 2025-Current.

Senior Advisor to Chief Scientist, Research and Methodology Division, US Census Bureau,
2023-2025.

PRIOR POSITIONS

Full Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, Department of Public Policy and
American Indian Studies, 2024-2025.

Franklin D. Gilliam, Jr. Endowed Chair in Social Justice, UCLA Luskin School of Public
Affairs, January 1, 2025 — June 30, 2025.

Chair, University of California, Los Angeles, American Indian Studies Interdepartmental
Program and Department, 2020-2022; 2023-2025.

Co-Editor, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 2022-2025.

Senior Economist, Council of Economic Advisers, Executive Office of the President, 2022-2023.
Rubenstein Fellow, Brookings Institution, Economic Studies, Washington, DC, 2017-2019.
Editor in Chief, American Indian Culture and Research Journal, University of California, Los
Angeles, 2019-2022.

Associate Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, Department of Public Policy, 2019-
2024.

Assistant Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, Department of Public Policy, 2013-
2018.

Assistant Professor, Tufts University, Department of Economics, 2009-2012.

Visiting Fellow, Center for Labor Economics, University of California, Berkeley, September
2011-June 2012.

Visiting Fellow, Center for Global Development, June 2011-September 2011.

Research Associate, Institute for the Study of Labor, Bonn, Germany, 2006-2009.

AFFILIATIONS
Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), 2018-Current.




Member, NBER Children’s Steering Committee, 2024-2026.

Non-Resident Fellow, Brookings Institution, 2019-Current.

Advisory Committee Member, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) Racial Equity
Advisory Committee, 2023

Research Affiliate, Institute for Research on Poverty (IRP), University of Wisconsin, 2022-
Current.

Advisory Committee Member, National Research Center on Poverty and Economic Mobility,
Institute for Research on Poverty (IRP), University of Wisconsin, 2022.

Advisory Committee Member, Emerging Poverty Scholars Fellowship, Institute for Research on
Poverty (IRP), University of Wisconsin, 2022.

Member, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, Committee on Population
(CPOP), 2023-2026.

Council Member, Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR),
University of Michigan, 2022-2026.

Co-founder and President, Association for Economic Research of Indigenous Peoples (AERIP),
2020-2024. Admitted to Allied Social Sciences Association (ASSA) January 2024.

Trustee, The Association for Social Economics, 2023-2027.

Editorial Board Member, American Economics Journal: Economic Policy, 2024-current
Editorial Board Member, Journal of Economic Literature, 2022-current

Editorial Board Member, Journal of Economics, Race and Policy, 2020-current.

Research Associate, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, Center for Indian Country
Development, 2020-2022.

Appointed Committee Member, U.S. Census Bureau National Advisory Committee on Racial,
Ethnic, and Other Populations (2013-2019)

Faculty Affiliate, UCLA Center for the Study of Racism, Social Justice & Health.

Research Fellow, Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development.

Research Fellow, Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA).

Faculty Fellow, California Center for Population Research (CCPR), UCLA.
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29. "Unintended Consequences of China's New Labor Contract Law on Unemployment and
Welfare Loss of the Workers" with (Zhao, Liqui and Zhao, Zhong), 2019, China Economic
Review, 53, 87-105.
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“The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act and Its Effects on American Indian Economic
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“Economic Outcomes for Indigenous Peoples in the United States Following the Great
Recession,” in Focus on Poverty & Classroom Supplement 38(1), March 2022 — One Recession,
Disparate Recoveries: Assessing Change and Stability Following the Great Recession, Edited by
James T. Spartz, Institute for Research on Poverty, March 2022.
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/resource/economic-outcomes-for-indigenous-peoples-in-the-united-
states-following-the-great-recession/

“Oil And Blood: Race, Wealth, And Violence In Tulsa, Oklahoma.” 2021 (with C. Aujean Lee,
Raffi E. Garcia, Lauren Russell, Jorge Zumaeta, William Darity, Jr.)

“Sovereignty and improved economic outcomes for American Indians: Building on the gains
made since 1990.” In Sovereignty and improved economic outcomes for American Indians:
Building on the gains made since 1990, Washington Center for Equitable Growth, January 2021.
https://equitablegrowth.org/boosting-wages-for-u-s-workers-in-the-new-economy-book/

“Counting Race and Ethnicity for Small Populations during the COVID-19 Pandemic.” AAPI
Nexus: Policy, Practice and Community: 2020, Vol. 17, No. 1 & 2 (with Natalie Ah Soon,
Marjorie Kagawa, Brittany N. Morey, Elena Ong, Paul Ong, Ninez Ponce, Raynald Samoa, and
Sora P. Tanjasiri).



“Indigenous Data in the Covid-19 Pandemic: Straddling Erasure, Terrorism, and Sovereignty.”
Items, Social Science Research Council Website, June 11, 2020 (with Stephanie Russo Carroll,
Desi Rodriguez-Lonebear, Annita Lucchesi and Jennifer Rai Richards).
https://items.ssrc.org/covid-19-and-the-social-sciences/disaster-studies/indigenous-data-in-the-
covid-19-pandemic-straddling-erasure-terrorism-and-sovereignty/

“Proposal for a Fair and Feasible Formula for the Allocation of CARES Act COVID-19 Relief
Funds to American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Governments.” May 22, 2020, Policy Brief
No. 3 (with Eric Henson, Joseph Kalt and Miriam Jorgensen)
https://ash.harvard.edu/news/harvard-project-releases-proposal-fair-distribution-response-funds-
native-nations

“Dissecting the US Treasury Department’s Round 1 Allocations of CARES Act COVID-19
Relief Funding for Tribal Governments.” May 15, 2020, Policy Brief No. 2 (with Eric Henson,
Joseph Kalt and Miriam Jorgensen) https://sites.google.com/g.harvard.edu/covid-19-
resources/home

“The Need for a Significant Allocation of COVID-19 Response Funds to American Indian
Nations.” May 18, 2020, Policy Brief No. 1 (with Eric Henson, Joseph Kalt and Miriam
Jorgensen) https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQ4PdhxBb7VFa-StWEWIImJfQptOi61i/view

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 4 roadmap to reducing child
poverty. National Academies Press. National Academies of Science Commissioned Paper on
“Poverty and Disadvantage among Native American Children: How Common Are They and
What Has Been Done to Address Them?” (with E. Simeonova), 2019.
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25246/a-roadmap-to-reducing-child-poverty

“Reservation Nonemployer and Employer Establishments: Data from U.S. Census Longitudinal
Business Databases,” 2018, (with Elton Mykerezi and Richard Todd) Working Paper No. 2018-
01, Center for Indian Country Development, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.

“Reservation Employer Establishments: Data from U.S. Census Longitudinal Business Data
Set,” 2017, (with Elton Mykerezi and Richard Todd) Working Paper No. 2017-02, Center for
Indian Country Development, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.

“Access to Capital and Credit in Native Communities: A Data Review.” (with M. Jorgensen)
Tucson: Native Nations Institute, 2017.
(https://nni.arizona.edu/publications-resources/publications/papers/accessing-capital-and-credit-
native-communities-data-review)

“American Indians on Reservations: A Databook of Socioeconomic Change from 1990 to 2010,”
(with J. Taylor), 2014. http://taylorpolicy.com/us-databook/

Research Report for the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs. “Migrant Households In India: A
Comparison Of The Average Migrant Household And Migrant Households With Non-Resident




Accounts In Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra And Punjab.” A Joint Report of THE Center for
Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania (with D. Kapur), 2012.

Institute for the Study of Labor Prize Book. “Wages, School Quality and Employment Demand
David Card and Alan Krueger” 2011. edited with Klaus Zimmermann, Oxford University Press.

“Ingenuity and Creativity — David Card and Alan Krueger.” Introduction by the Editors, edited
with Klaus Zimmermann in “Wages, School Quality and Employment Demand David Card and
Alan Krueger”, Oxford University Press, 2011.

Research in Labor Economics. “Child Labor and the Transition between School and Work”
2010. Vol. 31, edited with Eric Edmonds and Konstantinos Tatsiramos, Emerald Publishing.

Preface by the Editors, edited with Eric Edmonds and Konstantinos Tatsiramos in “Child Labor
and the Transition between School and Work” Emerald Publishing, 2010. Vol. 31, ix-xiv.
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Hawai’i: Eight Hundred Years of Political and Economic Change. By Sumner La Croix
(Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2019), Journal of Interdisciplinary History, (2020): 605-
607.

NEWS ARTICLES, BLOG POSTS

Randall Akee, Paul Ong, Desi Small-Rodriguez, Phenocia Bauerle “Education reparation: UC
tuition scholarships for Natives are just, overdue.” Op-Ed. Indian Country Today, Friday May
27, 2022. https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/education-reparation-uc-tuition-scholarships-
for-natives-are-just-overdue

Robert Maxim, Randall Akee, Gabriel R. Sanchez. “For the first time, the government published
monthly unemployment data on Native Americans, and the picture is stark.” February 9, 2022.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2022/02/09/despite-an-optimistic-jobs-report-new-
data-shows-native-american-unemployment-remains-staggeringly-high/

Randall Akee. “Racial equity in U.S. data collection improves the accuracy of research, policy
evaluation, and subsequent policymaking.” Washington Center for Equitable Growth. September
28, 2021. https://equitablegrowth.org/racial-equity-in-u-s-data-collection-improves-the-accuracy-
of-research-policy-evaluation-and-subsequent-policymaking/

Randall Akee and KJ Ward. “Missed opportunities to understand racism in the COVID-19 era.”
May 13, 2021. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/05/13/missed-opportunities-to-
understand-the-prevalence-of-racism-in-the-u-s-in-the-covid-19-era/

Randall Akee and Marcus Casey. “Measuring racism and discrimination in economic data.”
Brookings Blog, March 30, 2021. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-
front/2021/03/29/measuring-racism-and-discrimination-in-economic-data/




Randall Akee and Sarah Reber. “American Indians and Alaska Natives are dying of COVID-19
at shocking rates.” Brookings Blog, February 18, 2021.
https://www.brookings.edu/research/american-indians-and-alaska-natives-are-dying-of-covid-19-
at-shocking-rates/

Robert Maxim and Randall Akee. “What Deb Haaland’s historic nomination as interior secretary
means for Indigenous peoples.” Brookings Blog, December 18, 2020.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/12/18/what-deb-haalands-historic-nomination-
as-interior-secretary-means-for-indigenous-peoples/

“Our graphs show it: COVID-19 is deeply and disproportionately impacting Indigenous
communities.” (with Desi Rodriguez-Lonebear, Shannon Speed, Mariah Tso, Kelly Lytle
Hernandez) Indian Country Today, Op-Ed, May 18, 2020.
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/our-graphs-show-it-covid-19-is-deeply-and-
disproportionately-impacting-indigenous-communities-Aih4bNQc5kSZcTFDjKCHMA

“COVID-19 Impact on Indigenous Peoples in the U.S.” EconoFact Blog, May 12, 2020.
https://econofact.org/covid-19-impact-on-indigenous-peoples-in-the-u-s

“How COVID-19 is impacting indigenous peoples in the U.S.” PBS Website, May 13, 2020.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/how-covid-19-is-impacting-indigenous-peoples-in-the-u-s

“Identifying Differences in COVID-19 Rates on American Indian Reservations.” JPHMP Direct
Blog, April 28, 2020. (https://jphmpdirect.com/2020/04/28/identifying-differences-in-covid-19-
rates-on-american-indian-reservations/)

“The race problem in Economics.” Brookings Op-Ed, January 22, 2020.
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/01/22/the-race-problem-in-economics/)

“Sharing the Wealth. Would adoption of a Universal Basic Income help America become a
healthier, more equitable nation? Studying the impact of tribal per capita payments within
reservation communities could help answer this question.” In Native Science Report,
https://nativesciencereport.org/2019/11/sharing-the-wealth/.

“Outdated immigration laws increase violence toward women.” Brookings Op-Ed, May 30,
2019. (https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/outdated-immigration-laws-increase-violence-
toward-women/) also reprinted at Indian Country Today (June 4, 2019):
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/opinion/outdated-immigration-laws-increase-violence-
toward-women-rknvU5Vp4UGoOHIIGCyjQw/

“More Violence Against Women Is the Result of Outdated Immigration Laws.” Real Clear
Markets Op-Ed, May 30, 2019.
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esult of outdated immigration laws 103759.html)
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separating-american-indian-families-lets-not-reverse-course/)
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Upfront Blog, Brookings Institution, July 5, 2018. (https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-
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2018.
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